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WATTLE GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL — CROSSING GUARDS 

Statement by Member for Forrestfield 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.52 pm]: I rise to express the need to install a traffic crossing guard at 

Hale Road to enable safe passage of the pupils who attend Wattle Grove Primary School. Wattle Grove Primary 

School in its current incarnation is in only its second year. It previously existed on Welshpool Road, where it had 

dedicated 40-kilometre-an-hour flashing signs and a controlled crossing. Since relocating to St John Road, there 

has been no consideration of the road conditions surrounding the school. The school services the whole of the 

Wattle Grove area, which is landlocked between the busy Roe and Tonkin Highways and Welshpool Road. 

Wattle Grove is divided by Hale Road, which carries a constant traffic flow and becomes quite busy at school 

times and the usual peak-hour periods. I believe consideration should be given to setting up a crossing guard on 

Hale Road. I am aware that there has been some measurement of the traffic flows in this area, but I am not aware 

of the results. However, I point out that the nature of that crossing is such that in the absence of a crossing guard, 

no parent with their child’s health and safety in mind would allow them to cross it on foot. The reality is that 

parents are using vehicles to transport their children to and from school rather than encouraging them to walk or 

cycle. This is a classic chicken and egg problem and the state needs to take the first step and provide the facility 

in order to encourage the foot traffic that would in turn meet the criteria for the crossing guard. Wattle Grove is a 

rapidly growing suburb. After speaking to the school community, I understand that there is already pressure on 

the school to begin to add additional portable classrooms. The problem will only get worse. 

 


